May 6, 1972 


Mr. Agnar Wahlberg 
4hO U. S. Court House 
Los Angeles, California 90012 


Dear Agrar: 


Wany thanks for your letter of March 18 = sorry for birg so late in writing, 
but correspondence has been rather heavy, and CCRT has gained several new mam- 
bers in the past weeks. 


I have the Burns Media of Exchange in Prisons on loan now from the ANA Library 
interesting. Think»it is a very interesting study - orm that needs to be re- 
corded and I'm glad to hear you are revising it. Would imagine you would have 
some difficulty from the prison officials at times, but I am thinking that you 
must work for the probation or Prisons Bureau judging from your address - right? 


Thanks for the rubbing of the Sioux City jail token. Seems like I've heard Fergy 
mention it. @ know him quite well and have helped him a lot in his research on 
Towa tokens - even though I've limited mine to the local (Boorse County) area, I'm 
always on the lookout and pass leads on to him from time to time. Incidentally, 
his book, TRADE TOKENS OF IOWA , a listing of Iowa merchants tokens is going to 
be published in Jum and will contain a listing of all known Iowa trade tokens- 
pre-publication price is $8.00 and Reg. price $9.00 — Haven't ordered mire yet 
but will before long. It will come out in loose-leaf form. He's really done a 
lot of research to collect all the information, Some of these tokens are real hard 
to find, ami I finally had ti limit myself as I didn't have the enthusiasm as he 
does to work at it. Checks are a different story - I was or of the first to 

get started in Iowa on checks, am have really got a good Iowa collection by now. 
Got started early enough ani also got several others started. I my try to write 
a book on them someday, but haven't had time to get it started. Will probably BKK 
start out to be a listing like his, ami record the mumber known, etc. 


Cantt recall any CCC tokens, but Fergy mentiored that there were some in Iowa - 
I have never seen any and will ask him rmext time I see hin. 


As for prison checks, I'm not too familiar with these - unless you're referring to 
prison payroll checks (see article - keep it). This article was in TRUE magazire 
a few years ago. Unless you're interested in checks from prison towns like Sing 
Sing, I doubt if I can help you. I've only got two from Sim Sing (now Ossining) 
and would be willing to trade one off if you don't have one. Am enclosing one for 
your approval. Don't know if the Alcatraz postcard would interest you or not, 
but I picked it up at an antique show once. 

& documents 
I'm interested in almost anything about checks and their preparation, forgery, 
document examimtion, etc., and am always looking for books and articles on thase 
subjects. More later. Have met Christensen & Store, but haven't been on their 
mailing list, although I should write to them. Alva Christensen is a CORT member. 


ACNAR WAHLEPERG 

hhO U. S. Court House 
Los Anreles CA 90012 
May 12,1972 


Dear Larry: 


Received your letter of itay Cth with en- 
closures. Am very, glad te get tho article 
about Howard Lee White. Would you boliove but 
we had him in court quite a while back, but not 
as a dofencant -- around ten years ago -~ he wes 
helping the scveranent in some way. He was well 
know at that tine. Thanks for the erticle; will 
koop ith with’ wy other material. 


Avcut the Aleatraz postcerd and the Sing Sing 
check, I con use both of thou, in fact, I have 
en envelope with a corner card of Sing Sing that 
Will go vith it. Don't have anything to trade et 
the wucnent sq Would yeu place e price on them end 
will be glad to send you e@ chock and you wirht be 
able to piel up scrething you like vith ite in 
tine T do. bone te Pind eeomething for your collection. 


T have Imown Alva Christerwen for yeers and mew 
sho was @ tertbher of the CCRT; in facet, she mentioning 
4+ got se interested, ac I joined, beceuse thor have 
a fot cf checks in their euctions. I strongly sug- 
géet you cet on thefr mailing list and just let hie 
lmow ‘ff. you aoc something you-really went and T will 
get 41t for you. ; 


Am interested in Fergy's bool and since T mn 
at Talm Sprinss for e weekend and am not at the 
offies end hence don't heve his adéresss at hand, 
ene de went to get in on the pre-piblicstion price, 
am going to send my check to you aac you con forwerd 
4t for me. I.know there were CCC tekenga fron Iowa, 
put I have not seen any cither, and don't know if he 
4slisting them in his bcok or not. 


; Anyway, T heve an idee of what you are inter- 
ested in end will s' re keep my eyes open. lope I 
find something. 


Regards é 


November 5, 1972 


Dear Larry: 


I am in veceipt of the book Iowa State Industries, 
and I appreciate it very much. You do all these nice 
things for » fellow and don't ell him whet it costs. 

I renlly am indcbted to you and hope there 13 eomehing 
I can do to reciprocate. 


If you get any of the mail suctions from the West 
Coast, such as Christensen & Stone, Paul Koppenhaver, 
International Gollectors Service -- all good friends 
of mine-- just let me know when there ia an item thes 
you really want, and I will got 4t tor you. Thot's a 
promise. 


Now about the book, it 18 quite a coincidence but 
just a coupld of woeks before reosiving 1t yesterday, 
I got in a wail auction a couple of tokens used at 
Anemosa, and that is the firet I nad heard of a men's 
facility there. So am presently trying to find out 
sone background infornetion as this will fit very well 
into my jail and prison token project. Incidentally, 
4f you have any clue as to whieh places used tokens, 

I would like to get it. 


I do plan on writing the Board of Control, now 
that I have the ohain of command, thanks to you. 


Kindest regards, 


AGNAR WAHLBERG, OFFICIAL REPORTER 


440 U. S. Court House 
Los Angeles CA 90012 
February 4, 1973 


Just a short note to pass on Burns book on 
prison money, which I was able to locate at the 
Katens. It's yours and I hope you enjoy it; em 
sure you will. 


Am still working on the Dey and Nicht bank. 
“ouble is that I start work before 9:00 am and 


bn 


© leenl library here to see if they 
have anything. As far as findtne somebody who 
personslly knew abcut 1t, it is like finding a 
necdie in a haystack, with 5 million people in 
Los Angcles. Funny, but as a youngster I rember 
seeing them, although I didn't pay too mush 
attention to them then. 


With no tine for lunch te speak of and usually 
quit sround 5:00 it 19 herd to find any placdes 
open, so I have to ¢o 4% by letter, An trying 
to contsct t) 


Thanks for the check with the prison sendorse- 
ment. It fits in very nicely with what I have. 


An busy trying to put torether all the loose 
ends around here so I can retire, after which time 
will have more time to do things. 


Regards, 


AGNAR WAHLBERG, OFFICIAL REPORTER 


11:70 South Calle Marcus 
Palm Springs CA 92262 


$ . 
ye Woe May 9, 1973 
4? 


Dear Larry? 


Your most recent letter of May 1 hes been forward 
ed me here. Just got out of UCLA hospital where I 
spent two weeks undergoing tests -- in fact most of 
April wes spent in this condition, which accounts for 
my leck of correspondence -- and an presently avaiting 
a date for surgery, which should be sooli, after which 
I hope to be out of the woods and back on my feet by 
the middie or so of June. Am retiring on Juna_2Oth~ 
and it will take a wonth or so to mt my afi 
order, cfter which will be on a pernenent ve 
Hooray i 


By the way, make a not of the above add 
I will be receiving ali my mail tn the futur 


Yes, I did get your letter of March 12 
above expisnation explains why I heve not wr 
now, Will try to xnkmmraxiax answer both in 


About the Day and Wight Bank, haven't hi 
to do anythirg yet, but have it in mind, 


Bill Wogue is like CG. E, Milier in the : 
but what I caw once was vory food. However, 
bim, but will keep trying. 


Am glad you liked Burns book. I think it is ve 
interesting, but it is very incomplete. This is one of 
my projects -- to update burns listings end try to get 
some interest injected into this field. Have in mind 
your interests and wil] keep an sye open for anything 
@long that line. Incidentally, does the enolesed ine 
terest you? Had a lot of them around Christmas but 
threw them away. Will save them for you if you like. 


The postcard you enclosed of a circus is much appre- 
ciated. Also was glad to get the two leads you mentioned, 
the postcards and the fellow who was interested in 
Yankee Robinson. Yankee Robinson was quite a guy in the 
old days, and I have a lot of tokens -~ mostly Civil “ar 
ere. -- and some old half dollars with his counters tamp. 
Am extremmaly interested in this lead. 


Will be in touch. Regards, 


Acwaks Fook 


Ce 
Ny ae 
>) 14.70 South Calle Marcus 
qn Palm Springs CA 92262 
\ye wv ae May 9, 1973 
Dear Larry? 


Your most recent letter of Nay 1 hes been forward 
ed me here. Just got out of UCLA hospital where I 
spent two weeks un: ing tests -- in fact most of 
April was spent in this condition, which accounts for 
my leck of correspondence <= and am presently awaiting 
s date for surgery, which should be sooli, after which 
I hope to be out of the woods and back on my feet by 
the middie or so of June. Am retiring on June 30th, 
and 4t will take a month or so to put my affairs in 
order, cfter which will be on a pernenent vacations 
Hooray! 


By the way, make a not of the above address where 
I will be receiving ali my mail in the future. 


Yos, I did get your letter of March 12 and hope the 
above explanation explains why I have not written until 
now, Will try to xnkmHEEximx answer both in this note. 


About the Day and Wight Bank, haven't had a chance 
to do anythirg yet, but have it in mind, 


Bill Wogue is like GC. E, Miller in the stuff he has, 
but what I caw once was very good. However, I can't locate 
bim, but will keep trying. 


Am glec you liked Burns book. I think it 1s very 
interesting, but it is very incomplete. This is one of 
my projects -- to update Burns listings and try to get 
some interest injected into this field, Have in mind 
your interests and wil] keep an eye open for anything 
@long that line. Incidentally, does the enolosed in« 
terest you? Had a lot of them around Christmas but 
threw them away. Will save them for you if you like. 


The postcard you enclosed of a circus is much appre- 
ciated. Also was glad to get the two leads you mentioned, 
the postcards and the fellow who was interested in 
Yankee Robinson. Yankee Robinson was quite a guy in the 
old days, and I have a lot of tokens =~ mostly Civil “ar 
ere. -- and some old half dollars with his counterstamp. 
Am extremmly interested in this lead. 


Will be in touch. Regards, 


December 27, 1973 


Dear Larry: 


Excuse the delay in answering your recent letter, full 
of goodies, but the holidays around here were too hectic for 
me to do any corresponding. Better late then never, I trust. 


But I finally left Los AngelesNovember lst and am in the 
midst of retiring -- getting my den in shape, shorting out my 
tokens, looking for lost correspondence that I owe sn sanswer -- 
you name the problem, T have it. But it really is fun and an 
looking forward to a lot of fun corresponding with my fellow. 
collectors and researching my favorite material. And my oper- 
ation was 4 great sucesss, S80 mich for me. 


The prison material on Alcatraz 18 mach appreciated, as 
are the other material you sent. Am in the process of starting 
to find out where the verious cireuses that T have tokens for 
operated and I was stuck as to where to look for this, but you 
just geve me an ides, vyhen you mentioned the cireus museum, Am 
going to write them right away, 


Am sending you a token from Sing Sing Prison and one from 
the Nevada State Penitentinary. They constitute a very inter- 
esting pair. One is aluminum and one is copper. Both were 
reported in the Numismatist at the same time -- nobody kmws 
which came out first. But they were the first of the prison 
tokens. This article came out in 1910, first from Sing Sing, 
then Nevada. ‘The initials MWL stand for Mutual Welfare League, 
the first of the do-good ideas for prisons, Put it wes final- 
ly abandoned as unworkable -- as most such ideas are. In the 
Nevada State Penitentiary these were also used for gambling. 
Yes, believe it or not, gahbling was lege in the prison from 
the time the State legalized it in the 30s to just a couple of 
years ago when a new tough warden closed down all gambling. I 
have met this warden and beel all through the prison. By the 
way, neither prison at this date use tokens. Hone you Like them. 


Now that 1974 is upon us, may I wish you and yours a most 
happy and fruitful collectionwise year. 


Regards, 


(Ret.) 


January 14, 1974 
State Historical Society of Iowa 
402 Iowa Avenue 
Iowa City IA 52240 
Gentlemen: 

Have been informed by a fellow-collector in 
Towa about an erticle an jails in tne South in 
the Novenbdér-Lecember issue of the PALINESHEST, 
which I understand is availavie from your organ- 
ization for $1.00. 

Ynelosed find my check in the amount of $1.00 
for this publication. Please weil 1% to me av 
the below address. Thank you. 

Yours truly, 
Agnar vahlboerg 


1470 douth Calle Marcus 
Palm Springs CA 92262 


January 15, 1974 


Dear Larry: 


I have your last letter --- and as usual it is 
filled with goodies -- and I eppreciate Bmw leads 
you sent. You amage me with the ease with which you 
pick up informstion. TI sm going to write the asso- 
ciations you mention and trust I will develope some 
a4nformation from them. (4m glad to know there is 
such a book a3 Encyclopedia of Associations. Willi 
check with our lec-) library.) 

The story esbovt the Pull Pen in the Nevada State 
Prieon is also very interesting. It just so happens 
that when I visited the orison T was given some pietures 
of the Bull Pen, both inside and outside, and this ad- 
ditional information will fit in with an article that 
I shovid write for TAMS, My preaent problem is how 
to reproduce the victurss for a maguzine. Pian to 
write TAMS and inouire. Anyway, you have been a big 
help. 


41s from the State 
1so. 


ATIVELY IP iy S 


Larry Adams Page two. 


You ask about the Day and Night Bank in Los Angeles. 
While I haven't heard about it, I will try to check it out. 
You will have to be patient as I will be away from the 
office visiting my family for Christmas and won't be back 
until after the first of the year. But I have made a note 
of it and willinquire. 


You ask about getting prison tokesn direst. Yes, you 
can get some by writing direct. In the post I have written 
to the following and got them direct -- and they may still 
be using them -+ Nevada Stete Penitentary in Gason City NV. 
Colorado State Penitentary at Canon City cO, Idaho State 
Penitentary et Boise ID, Just to montion a few, and I be- 
lieve Michizan State Reformatory, the city I don't recall. 
Burns dose not list any tokens used in Iowa, but he does 
sey that the Iowa State Penitentary et Fort Madison IA does 
use coupon books, or did when he wrote the book. Should you 
get any -- usually e vieit in person to the warden makes 
them feel rather inporaffi and they will oblige if they have 
any. This is what I have learned. But writing them is @ 
diffeent thing, 1t is too easy to throw it in the waste 
bakket. P 


Cendidly, Larry, my real. interest in colleoting checks 
4s in connection with my favorite catagories -- prisons, jails, 
eirouses and shows, and any checks heaving to do with them I 
have no vignettes at the moment, but will send you whatever I 
yun into. Christensen & Stone do have quite a few checks and 
the like in their auctions, so em sure I will be able to get 
some for you. 


In clesing I want to compliment your organization on 
the way it is run. It is a live orgenization, in the seme 
Class as TAMS, and I like it very much. Your Membership Cer~ 
tificate is a beauty and will be fremed. Good luck to CCRT, 


Let me close by wishing you and yours the Merricst of 
Christmases and may you find a lot of goodies this coming 
New Year. 

Regards, 


